FOLK   AND   FOLK   WAYS

in my camp, of the bayoneting of a man. The actor was an
invalided askari, who had entered my service a short time
before. First, one cut downward from the left, then
another in the same direction from the right, then one
upward, from the left; and then a terribly realistic imitation
of the death-rattle. The audience was delighted; my
cook, the brute, laughed so much that he had to lie on the
ground.

It is not to be expected that people who are so indifferent
to the sufferings of man should be actuated by softer feelings
in their attitude toward the animal kingdom. In general,
they do not go out of their way in order to inflict pain, but
they are completely indifferent to the sufferings of animals,
and they all delight in killing. It really does appear as if the
witnessing of the transition from life to death in another
creature gave the savage a peculiarly gratifying sensation.
Where they commit acts of cruelty, they are generally
meant as reprisals of a wholly irrational and wanton kind;
as, for instance, when they cut off the beaks of birds which
they have caught feeding on their fields; or when they pull
out the tongue of a live chameleon, for no other reason
than because chameleons frighten them; or when they
hang dogs which have committed a larceny. Negro
children, I think, are not naturally so cruel as the children
of Europeans, although they, too, enjoy walking about
with a miserable little bird fluttering on a string fastened to
its leg, as does the son of Rubens in his father's famous
picture.

Unfortunately, the generality of Europeans do not find it
worth their while to try to teach the native to exercise a little
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